Emilio Pucci: The Astonishing Odyssey of a Fashion Icon
Chronicles the Designer’s Role in WWII and Italy’s Rebirth

US TOUR and PRESS KIT

US TOUR

Please note that Idanna Pucci and Terence Ward will be in the United States according to the following
schedule:

New York: March 4-7, 12-17
e Book presentation and signing at SullaLuna on March 5
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/emilio-pucci-the-astonishing-odyssey-of-a-fashion-icon-
tickets-1082832470295
e Book presentation at NYU Casa Italiana Zerilli-Marimo on March 13
https://wwuw.casaitaliananyu.org/events/emilio-pucci,

Philadelphia: March 7-9
Book presentations in private settings

Washington, DC: March 10-11
e Book presentation on March 10 at Politics & Prose, The Wharf
https://politics-prose.com/terence-ward-idanna-pucci

Palm Beach: March 17-21
e Book presentation on March 18 at The Society of the Four Arts
https://fourarts.org/event/emilio-pucci-the-astonishing-odyssey-of-a-fashion-icon/

Presentation on March 19 at The Marangoni Institute, Miami

San Francisco: March 21-26
e Book presentation at the Italian Cultural Institute of San Francisco on March 24
https://iicsanfrancisco.esteri.it/en/gli eventi/calendario/books/

Los Angeles: March 26—29
Book presentation at Italian American Museum of Los Angeles (IAMLA) on March 27
https://secure.qgiv.com/for/puccibook/event/mmaeosfrm

PRESS KIT

TO PURCHASE THE BOOK: https://www.amazon.com/Emilio-Pucci-Astonishing-Odyssey-
Fashion/dp/125028967X

FOR INTERVIEWS AND PRESS INQUIRIES
Sally Fischer Public Relations
sfpr@sallyfischerpr.com

ABOUT THE AUTHORS

Terence Ward and Idanna Pucci are authors and cultural historians whose non-fiction works explore
social justice, and cross-cultural exchange. Ward was raised in Tehran while Pucci grew up in Florence.

She witnessed the creativity of her uncle, Emilio Pucci, and later worked for him in New York before traveling
extensively across Asia and Europe. Idanna is the author of The Lady of Sing Sing, The World Odyssey of a
Balinese Prince, Brazza in Congo, and The Epic of Life. Terence is the author of Searching for Hassan: A
Journey to the Heart of Iran, Caravaggio’s Guardian, and The Wahhabi Code. Ward serves on the board

of The Markaz Review, a literary review that embraces all Middle Eastern cultures. Their award-winning
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documentaries include Black Africa White Marble and Talk Radio Tehran, and they’ve also served
on humanitarian projects with the UN. They live in Florence and this is their first book together.

ADDITIONAL PRAISE

"A masterpiece. A true marvel of research, erudition, and derring-do."
—Amy Fine Collins, editor-at-large Airmail Magazine, special correspondent for Vanity
Fair 1993-2018.

"Reads like a spy novel, but in this case the truth is stranger than fiction. The authors recount the harrowing
World War Il adventures of a patriot, soldier, and gentleman. Pucci’s is a story of bravery, and a fight for
something larger than oneself."

—Laird Borelli-Persson, Vogue

"Thrilling. Fast-paced and propulsive, drawing from the diaries and Pucci’s accounts to bring the
designer’s surprising exploits to colorful life. This will captivate fashion fans and history buffs alike.”
—Publishers Weekly

"A riveting book that has taught me a great deal, unveiling Emilio’s unknown past. In the end, the arc of his
story moves from black and white into brilliant color.”

—Suzy Menkes from the Foreword, by the former fashion critic of the International Herald
Tribune, Paris

“A vivid and fascinating portrait of a remarkable man. Long before he became one of the world’s most
celebrated fashion designers, Emilio Pucci had been a fighter pilot and victim of both Nazi torture and the
duplicity of the future head of the CIA. Skillfully weaving together the history of Pucci’s times with the
events of his extraordinary life, Ward and Pucci’s niece tell for the first time the story of his role in saving
and smuggling into Allied hands what the New York Times called “one of the most important historic
documents of the Second World War.”

—John Hooper, Italy and Vatican correspondent of The Economist and author of The Italians

"Graceful...In the 1960s, Emilio Pucci was known for his vibrant prints that draped the jet set. Ward and
Idanna Pucci (the designer’s niece) paint a complex picture of the man behind the swirls: an aristocrat who
served as a bomber pilot in World War II and spent time as a prisoner of the Gestapo. Emilio’s story serves
as a cautionary tale, echoing the refrain: ‘To understand what is coming, we must go back in time.’ In this
book, we time-travel.”

—New York Times

“Behind the powerful imagery of Pucci designs lies a remarkable tale of courage and intrigue that totally
redefines our understanding of this great fashion designer. This is the poignant, riveting narrative replete
with alliances, tragedies, manipulation, betrayals and daring - all shadowed by the unexpected in the
dying months of WWIL.”

—Alexander Vreeland, author of Diana Vreeland: Bon Mots, Words of Wisdom firom the
Empress of Fashion

“Marvelous and suspenseful. The style is cinematic, educational, beyond historical, even poetic. Ward and
Pucci’s remarkable talent for research shows on each page. The writing is flowing and so beautifully
composed. I am just in awe of the research and the intensity of the details in this astounding book.”

- Shirley Kennedy, author of Emilio Pucci, Renaissance in Fashion

"Pucci’s remarkable life finally gets a biography of its own... Before he cut an elegant figure in the emerging
postwar jet set, he joined the Italian air force. After serving in Libya and Rhodes, he aided the Allies by
couriering compromising secret documents that were key evidence in the Nuremberg trials. His fashion
career was a happy accident: In 1947, one of his homemade ski suits was snapped by American
photographer Toni Frissell. Before long, her editor at Harper’s Bazaar — none other than the legendary
Diana Vreeland — was helping Pucci launch his first collection. Terence Ward and the designer’s niece
Idanna Pucci cover this history and more."

—Toronto Globe and Mail
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“Emilio Pucci is a name often heard these days. The bright colors and mid-century Italian savoir-faire that
defined his eponymous label have come barreling back into style in the post-minimalist fashion landscape.
But the man himself was more than a visionary print and dress designer. In the Second World War, Pucci
was a torpedo pilot who became entangled in a complicated familial and geo-political drama centered
around Mussolini and Hitler. A new book, by Pucci’s niece Idanna and her husband Terence Ward explores
that little discovered period to thrilling effect (plus, there’s a forward by fashion legend Suzy Menkes). "
—Town & Country



