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The Swashbuckling Odyssey in Switzerland of a 
Future Icon of Fashion 
By Christian Campiche 

 

On January 20, 1944, Emilio Pucci was far from imagining that he would one day become an adored fashion 

designer. He was escorted by a double agent from Germany, with his feet firmly planted in the sun, in Ticino. 

In the Gestapo prisons in northern Italy, he had been tortured. This former pilot of the Italian Air Force was 

embarking on a mission: to help Edda Ciano transport compromising evidence against the Nazi regime, 

painstakingly compiled by her husband, Galeazzo Ciano. The wife of the Italian Foreign Minister hoped to put 

pressure on her father, Benito Mussolini, who was determined to kill his son-in-law, whom he accused of high 

treason. Galeazzo Ciano was executed, but his wife and their three children survived the great global conflict. 

Emilio Pucci never recounted the two years he spent in Switzerland that remained secret until today, but now 

they are the subject of several gripping chapters in the biography written by two authors, Idanna Pucci and her 

husband, Terence Ward.  

 

The Solid Connections in Fribourg  

Published in the United States in January 2026, the story follows Emilio Pucci's career in fashion design. This 

long-awaited vocation comes to him in Switzerland—on a different level—thanks to the many contacts 

Florentin has cultivated with great charm and enthusiasm. His talents allow him to overcome the antipathy of 

some immigration officials and even the reluctance of certain Federal Councilors sympathetic to the Axis 

powers. In Fribourg, in particular, he forges strong ties with the pillars of the "Grande Société" (high society). 

The suite is more well-known; it's a traditional visual element for the colored motifs, the designer's design, 

which added brilliance to a period—the post-war era—marked by a revival of Italian genius. An avant-garde of 

La Dolce Vita. The book is also a message of hope. How the best can happen in life if you demonstrate 

resilience and perseverance.  
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The authors presented the book at the Yacht Club of Gstaad, February 22, 2026. The authors are: Idanna Pucci, Cindy 
Schönrich, Terence Ward, Manrico Iachia. 
Photo @2026infoméduse 

 
 


	The Swashbuckling Odyssey in Switzerland of a Future Icon of Fashion

